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Herseth Sandlin Statement on Fiscal Summit

           Contact: Betsy Hart, 202-226-8555

HERSETH            SANDLIN COMMENTS ON FISCAL SUMMIT

February            23, 2009, Washington, DC- Today,            Rep. Stephanie Herseth Sandlin joined President Barack Obama, Vice President            Joseph Biden, members of the Cabinet and senior Administration officials            for a Fiscal Summit hosted at the White House. Herseth Sandlin, who            serves as Co-chair for Administration for the Blue Dog Coalition, was            invited to participate to represent the Blue Dogs. Following the summit,            she issued the following statement:
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Herseth Sandlin Statement on Fiscal Summit

“Today’s Fiscal            Summit at the White House was an important first step in a long, difficult            process to get our federal deficit and national debt under control.            I commend President Obama for taking this critical step and for bringing            a diverse set of interests to the table, including Democrats and Republicans            from both houses of Congress and federal agencies, as well as representatives            of industry organizations to participate in the discussion. 

“The dialogue at            the White House today certainly illustrated that finding consensus on            ways to cut spending and reform the budget process will be difficult            and no one anticipates an easy road ahead. However, I’m confident that            with the President’s stated commitment to paying for what we spend and            a willingness on behalf of Congress to make tough decisions throughout            the legislative process, we can make significant progress in getting            our country back on track to fiscal responsibility. As we tackle these            enormously important issues, I encourage my colleagues to participate            constructively in the discussion as we move forward and avoid seeking            political opportunities instead of genuine solutions.”
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